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The Biblical Story 

1. Exodus 32:7–14 

(God’s First Speech) 
7. The Lord spoke to Moses, "Hurry down, for your people, whom you brought out of the land of 
Egypt, have acted basely. 

8.  They have been quick to turn aside from the way that I enjoined upon them.  They have made 
themselves a molten calf and bowed low to it and sacrificed to it, saying: "These are your gods, 
O Israel, who brought you out of the land of Egypt." 

ִים׃  ז   ֶרץ ִמְצָרֽ יָת ֵמֶא֥ ר ֶהֱעֵל֖ ת ַעְּמ֔� ֲאֶׁש֥ י ִׁשֵח֣ ד ִּכ֚ ה ֶל�־ֵר֕ ה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֑ ר ְיהָו֖ ֶר   חַוְיַדֵּב֥ ר ִמן־ַהֶּד֙ רּו ַמֵה֗ ר  ָס֣ ֙� ֲאֶׁש֣
ֶּלה אֱ  אְמ֔רּו ֵא֤ ֹ֣ ֲחוּו־לֹ֙ו ַוִּיְזְּבחּו־֔לֹו ַוּי ה ַוִּיְׁשַּתֽ ֶגל ַמֵּסָכ֑ ם ֵע֖ ם ָעׂ֣שּו ָלֶה֔ ֶרץ  ִצִּויִת֔ ֱע֖לּו� ֵמֶא֥ ר ֽהֶ ל ֲאֶׁש֥ י֙� ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ �ֶה֙

ִים׃   ִמְצָרֽ

(God’s Second Speech) 
9. The Lord further said to Moses, “I see that this is a stiff-necked people. 

10. Now let me be and my anger will blaze forth against them and I will destroy them and make 
of you a great nation. 

ה  ט ה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֑ אֶמר ְיהָו֖ ֹ֥ ֶרף ֽהּוא׃ ַוּי ה ְוִהֵּנ֥ה ַעם־ְקֵׁשה־ֹע֖ ם ַהֶּז֔ יִת֙י ֶאת־ָהָע֣ ַחר־  י ִּנ֣יָחה ּלִ֔ ְוַעָּת֙ה הַ  י  ָרִא֙ ְוִיֽ
ה אֹוְת֖� ְל֥גֹוי ָּגֽדֹול ֱעֶׂש֥ ם ְוֶאֽ ם ַוֲאַכֵּל֑ י ָבֶה֖  ׃ ַאִּפ֥

(Moses’s reaction) 
11. But Moses implored the Lord his God, saying, “Let not Your anger, O Lord, blaze forth against 
Your people, whom You delivered from the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty 
hand. 

12. Let not the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that He delivered them, only to kill them off 
in the mountains and annihilate them from the face of the earth.’  Turn from your blazing anger, 
and renounce the plan to punish Your people. 

13. Remember Your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, how You swore to them by Your Self 
and said to them:  I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven, and I will give 
to your offspring this whole land of which I spoke, to possess forever.” 

14. And the Lord renounced [lit. “repented”] the punishment [lit. “the evil”] He had planned to 
bring upon his people. 
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ה  יא ל ֹמֶׁש֔ ִים    ַוְיַח֣ ֶרץ ִמְצַר֔ אָת֙ ֵמֶא֣ ר הֹוֵצ֙ � ֲאֶׁש֤ ה ַאְּפ֙� ְּבַעֶּמ֔ ה ְיהָו֙ה ֶיֱחֶר֤ אֶמר ָלָמ֤ ֹ֗ יו ַוּי ֶאת־ְּפֵנ֖י ְיהָו֣ה ֱא�ָה֑
ה׃  ַח ָּג֖דֹול ּוְבָי֥ד ֲחָזָקֽ ג ֹאתָ  יבְּבֹכ֥ ה ֽהֹוִציָא֙ם ַלֲהֹר֤ ר ְּבָרָע֤ ִים ֵלאֹמ֗ ים ּ֨ולְ ָלָּמ֩ה יֹאְמ֨רּו ִמְצַר֜ ָהִר֔ ם  ֙ם ֶּבֽ ַכ�ָת֔

�׃ ה ְלַעֶּמֽ ם ַעל־ָהָרָע֖ � ְוִהָּנֵח֥ ה ׁ֚שּוב ֵמֲח֣רֹון ַאֶּפ֔ ֲאָדָמ֑ ל ְּפֵנ֣י ָהֽ י�    יג  ֵמַע֖ ל ֲעָבֶד֗ ק ּוְלִיְׂשָרֵא֜ ר ְלַאְבָרָה֩ם ְלִיְצָח֨ ְזֹכ֡
ת־  ם ַאְרֶּב֙ה ֶאֽ ר ֲאֵלֶה֔ ְעָּת ָלֶה֮ם ָּב֒� ַוְּתַדֵּב֣ ר ִנְׁשַּב֣ ם ְּככֹוְכֵב֖ ֲאֶׁש֨ ר  ַזְרֲעֶכ֔ את ֲאֶׁש֣ ֹ֜ ֶרץ ַהּז ִים ְוָכל־ָהָא֨ י ַהָּׁשָמ֑

ם׃ ם ְוָנֲח֖לּו ְלֹעָלֽ ְרִּתי ֶאֵּת֙ן ְלַזְרֲעֶכ֔ ר ַלֲעׂ֥שֹות ְלַעּֽמֹו׃  יד  ָאַמ֗ ר ִּדֶּב֖ ה ֲאֶׁש֥ ָרָע֔  ַוִּיָּנֶ֖חם ְיהָו֑ה ַעל־ָה֣

 
Questions for reflection  
Different concepts of God and of God’s relationship with Moses emerge from this narrative. What 
possibilities does narrative carry as opposed to law in communicating who God is and what God 
wants or expects? Do you think the ambiguities or gaps in this narrative are purposeful? If so, how 
can the reader hold both models of God and the divine-human relationship simultaneously?    
  
 
 
Inner-Biblical Interpretation 

2. Deuteronomy 9:16–20 

16. Then I saw that you had indeed sinned against the Lord your God, by casting for yourselves 
an image of a calf; you had been quick to turn from the way that the Lord had commanded you.  

17. So I took hold of the two tablets and flung them from my two hands, smashing them before 
your eyes.  

18. Then I lay prostrate before the Lord as before, forty days and forty nights; I neither ate bread 
nor drank water, because of all the sin you had committed, provoking the Lord by doing what 
was evil in his sight.  

19. For I was afraid that the anger that the Lord bore against you was so fierce that he would 
destroy you. But the Lord listened to me that time also.  

20. The Lord was so angry with Aaron that he was ready to destroy him, but I interceded also on 
behalf of Aaron at that same time.  

גֶ טז  ם ֵע֖ ם ָלֶכ֔ ם ֲעִׂשיֶת֣ ֶרא ְוִהֵּנ֤ה ֲחָטאֶת֙ם ַליהָו֣ה ֱאֽ�ֵהיֶכ֔ ֶר� ֲאֶׁשר־ִצָּו֥ה  ָוֵא֗ ר ִמן־ַהֶּד֕ ם ַמֵה֔ ה ַסְרֶּת֣ ל ַמֵּסָכ֑
ה ֶאְתֶכֽ  י וָ יז ם׃ ְיהָו֖ י ָיָד֑ ל ְׁשֵּת֣ ם ֵמַע֖ ַאְׁשִלֵכ֔ ת ָוֽ ם׃ָוֶאְתֹּפׂ֙ש ִּבְׁשֵנ֣י ַהֻּלֹח֔ ם ְלֵעיֵניֶכֽ י   יח  ֲאַׁשְּבֵר֖ ֶאְתַנַּפל֩ ִלְפֵנ֨ ָוֽ

ל ּכָ  יִתי ַע֤ א ָׁשִת֑ ֹ֣ ִים ל ְלִּתי ּוַמ֖ א ָאַכ֔ ֹ֣ ֶחם ל ְיָלה ֶל֚ ים ַל֔ ים יֹו֙ם ְוַאְרָּבִע֣ ה ַאְרָּבִע֥ ה ָּכִראֹׁשָנ֗ ר  ְיהָו֜ ל־ַחַּטאְתֶכ֙ם ֲאֶׁש֣
ה ְלַהְכִעי ע ְּבֵעיֵנ֥י ְיהָו֖ ם ַלֲעׂ֥שֹות ָהַר֛ ְרִּתי ִמּפְ   יט  ֽסֹו׃ֲחָטאֶת֔ י ָיגֹ֗ ם  ִּכ֣ ף ְיהָו֛ה ֲעֵליֶכ֖ ר ָקַצ֧ ה ֲאֶׁש֨ ֵחָמ֔ ֵנ֤י ָהַא֙ף ְוַה֣

וא׃  ַעם ַהִהֽ ם ַּבַּפ֥ י ַּג֖ ע ְיהָו֙ה ֵאַל֔ ם ַוִּיְׁשַמ֤ יד ֶאְתֶכ֑ ל    כ  ְלַהְׁשִמ֣ ֶאְתַּפֵּל֛ ד ְלַהְׁשִמי֑דֹו ָוֽ ן ִהְתַאַּנ֧ ף ְיהָו֛ה ְמֹא֖ ּֽוְבַאֲהֹר֗
ד ַאהֲ  וא ַּגם־ְּבַע֥ ן ָּבֵע֥ת ַהִהֽ  :ֹר֖
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Questions for reflection  
In the model amplified by Deuteronomy, Moses is depicted as an intercessor and a partner in 
helping God carry out God’s larger plan or purpose. God is nervous about Moses’ seeming 
paralysis or inaction after God’s first speech and encourages him to step up, which Moses does. 
Can you think of other examples where God needs people to do God’s work and prompts them to 
serve as partners? What are the theological implications of God needing people to prevent divine 
destruction?  
 

3. Psalm 106:19–23 

19.  They made a calf at Horeb and bowed down to a molten image.   
20. They exchanged their glory for the image of a bull that feeds on grass. 
21. They forgot God who saved them, who performed great deeds in Egypt 
22. wondrous deeds in the land of Ham, awesome deeds at the Sea of Reeds. 
23. He would have destroyed them had not Moses His chosen one confronted [lit. “stood before”] 
Him in the breach to avert His destructive wrath. 
 

ה׃ יט  ִּיְׁשַּתֲח֗וּו ְלַמֵּסָכֽ ב ַו֝ ֶגל ְּבֹחֵר֑  ַיֲעׂשּו־ֵע֥
ירּו כ  ם ּבְ ַוָּיִמ֥ ֶׂשב׃ ֶאת־ְּכבֹוָד֑ ל ֵעֽ ֹור ֹאֵכ֥  ַתְבִנ֥ית ׁ֝ש֗

ִים׃ כא  ה ְגֹד֣לֹות ְּבִמְצָרֽ ם ֹעֶׂש֖ ל מֹוִׁשיָע֑ ְכחּו ֵא֣  ָׁש֭
ם ֝נֹוָר֗אֹות ַעל־ַים־ֽסּוף׃ כב  ֶרץ ָח֑ ְפָלאֹות ְּבֶא֣  ִנ֭
ֶרץ ְלָפָנ֑יכג  ד ַּבֶּפ֣ ה ְבִחי֗רֹו ָעַמ֣ ֶׁש֤ י ֹמ֘ ם לּוֵל֡ יָד֥ ַהְׁשִמ֫ אֶמר ְלֽ ֹ֗ מָ ַוּי יב ֲח֝ ית׃ ו ְלָהִׁש֥ ַהְׁשִחֽ  ֗תֹו ֵמֽ

  
Questions for reflection 
In this psalm, Moses is described as standing in the breach—an opening in a wall through which 
an enemy can enter—thereby blocking access to God. The implication is that God is the enemy of 
Israel bent on destroying them, while Moses is their valiant defender. Is the metaphor of God as 
enemy one that still resonates today? Under what circumstances might people consider God an 
enemy and who would be called upon to battle with God? 
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